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SUB J : REPORTED CLASH BETWEEN PORTUGUESE AND MALAWI FORCES 

REF: A. BLANTYRE 675; B. CAPE TOWN 346; C. LOURENCO MARQUES 
302 

1. MOZAMBIQUE PRESS MAY 6 PUBLISHED REUTERS STORY, DATELINED 
BLANTYRE MAY 5, CONCERNING MALAWI GOVT DENIAL OF ANY CLASH 
BETWEEN PORTUGUESE AND MALAWIAN FORCES, MUCH OF WHICH PARA- 
LLELED REFTEL A. HOWEVER, STORY WENT ON TO SAY THAT " GOVERN- 
MENTAL SOURCES REVEALED THAT THERE WAS, RECENTLY, AN ENCOUNTER 
IN THE FRONTIER AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE CAPITAL, ZOMBA, BUT 
THAT IN IT WERE INVOLVED PORTUGUESE FORCES AND FRELIMO 
TERRORISTS." THE COMMUNIQUE STRESSED THAT OFFICIALLY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF MALAWI DOES NOT AUTHORIZE FRELIMO TO OPERATE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FROM BASES WITHIN ITS TERRITORY. NEVERTHELESS, THERE HAVE 
BEEN NOTED ATTACKS ON PORTUGUESE INSTALLATIONS IN MOZAMBIQUE, 

BY FRELIMO GUERRILLAS OPERATING ACROSS THE BADLY DEFINED 
FRONTIER BETWEEN MALAWI AND PORTUGUESE TERRITORY." 
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2. COMMENT: WE PASS THIS ON AS OF POSSIBLE INTEREST IN LIGHT 
OF INSISTENCE OTHER SOURCES INSIDE MALAWI ( REFTEL A) THAT NO 
CLASH OF ANY SORT TOOK PLACE, AND CONTRARY REPORTS IN SOUTH 
AFRICAN PRESS THAT THERE WAS SUCH ENCOUNTER ( REF B). MILITARY 
SPOKESMAN HERE PRIVATELY INTERPRETS ABOVE QUOTE AS IMPLIED 
ADMISSION BY MALAWI GOVERNMENT SOURCES THAT FRELIMO DOES 
OPERATE OUT OF MALAWI TERRITORY. 

VAN OSS 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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